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	This is the statement of general policy and risk assessment for: 
	St ?? Bellringers


	The incumbent and Church Wardens of ?????
	have overall and final responsibility for health and safety

	Tower Captain ????
	has day-to-day responsibility for ensuring this policy  is put into practice 

	Statement of general policy

	Responsibility of: Name/Title
	Action/Arrangements (What are you going to do?)



	Prevent accidents and ill health by managing the health and safety risks in the bell tower
	?? – Tower Captain
or other responsible person

	Ensure adequate training and advice is given to all ringers and visitors to the bell tower.


	Provide clear instructions and information, and adequate training, to ensure the safety of ringers and visitors 
	?? – Tower Captain
or other responsible person
	Ensure adequate training and advice is given to all ringers and visitors to the bell tower.


	Implement emergency procedures – evacuation in case of fire or other significant incident. 
	?? – Tower Captain

or other responsible person
	Enter details as appropriate.

 

	Maintain safe and healthy conditions, provide and maintain bells and fittings, and ensure safe ringing room.
	?? – Tower Captain

or other responsible person
	Regular inspection of bells and fittings


	Signed:  (Incumbent)
	     
	Date:
	     


   
   Group name:  

 


Date of risk assessment:  

	No.
	What are the hazards?


	Who might be harmed and how?


	What are you already doing?


	Do you need to do anything else to control this risk?


	Action by who?


	Action by when?


	Done



	1
	Slips and trips on stairs or in the ringing room


	Ringers and visitors may be injured if they trip over objects or slip on tower steps.
	General good housekeeping is carried out and in particular stairs are kept free of debris.
All areas are adequately lit.

All areas maintained.

Trailing leads/cables located away from main walkways.  
Boxes stored safely at edge of ringing room.

Boxes are of adequate size to ensure feet do not extend over the edge of the box when being used for ringing.

Boxes are in good condition. 
	
	
	
	

	2
	Getting caught up in moving ropes


	Ringers and visitors could suffer potentially serious injuries, varying from rope burns to broken bones and or muscle damage.


	Visitors and non-ringers instructed

not to touch the ropes.

All persons not ringing instructed to keep feet firmly on the floor.  
Removal of loose clothing such as ties, scarves etc prior to ringing.  
Learners are closely supervised by

Competent instructor.
Care taken when standing on a box to ensure box is correctly positioned and ringers feet are centrally placed on box ensuring toes do not over hang the front of the box.
	
	     
	     
	     

	3
	Electrical power failure resulting in lights going out during ringing.
	Loss of control of the ropes resulting in all personnel in the area at risk of becoming snagged by the ropes and suffer injuries as above.
Anybody ringing a bell at the time may break a stay possibly  resulting in the injuries stated above. 
	Automatic emergency lighting in place enabling the bells to be safely stood or lowered.
Emergency lighting checks to be added to tower maintenance schedule.


	Note: Consideration should be given to what happens in the event of the light source e.g. Fluorescent tube failing as some emergency lighting will not automatically switch on in these circumstances .
	
	
	


	4
	Unable to safely exit the ringing room if lights fail
	Anybody in the tower at the time could experience slips or trips and subsequent injury.
	Emergency battery backup lighting in place on tower steps. 
	
	
	
	

	5
	Stay breaking or similar mechanical failure causing ringers to be lifted from the floor.


	The ringer could be lifted off their feet as the bell 'goes over' and then dropped to the ground possibly causing  serious injuries, varying from rope burns to broken bones and muscle damage
	Ringers to be properly trained to avoid 'over pulling'.

Steeple keeper ensures stays and ropes are checked as part of the tower maintenance.
	
	     
	     
	     

	6
	Electric shocks from portable electrical (PAT) items
	Anybody touching equipment could receive an electrical  shock.
	All items PAT checked on a regular basis.

Sockets have RCDs
	
	
	
	

	7
	Injury from flailing rope after rope breakage
	Anybody in close proximity of the broken rope including the ringer. Serious injuries, varying from rope burns to broken bones and muscle damage
	Routine maintenance and inspection of ropes.
	
	
	
	

	8
	Falling from the bell frame when working on bells when in down position.
	Anybody working on bells or placing muffles on bells. Bruises, sprains, grazes and possible broken bones or fatality.
	At least two people should be present whilst working on bells and one should be experienced in bell maintenance.
	Note: Consider installing hand railing and good platform to work from.

	
	
	

	9
	Falling from the bell frame when working on bells when in up position Being hit by a moving bell from the up position
	Anybody working on bells or placing muffles on bells. Bruises, sprains, grazes and possible broken bones or fatality
	At least two people should be present whilst working on bells and one should be experienced in bell maintenance.
	Note: Find alternative ways to conduct these tasks with the bells down.
	
	
	

	10
	Non ringer gaining access to the ringing room and pulling a bell whilst up, resulting in injury due to flailing rope or getting entangled.
	Non ringer entering the tower or ringing room. Bruises, sprains, grazes and possible broken bones or fatality
	Generally bells are left down and safe but occasionally they can be left up (between services).  Tower is always locked; and a “Do not touch ropes” notice is displayed on ringing room door. See 14 below
	
	
	
	

	11
	Being unable to work safely in bell chamber due to poor lighting resulting in someone  falling etc.
	Person working on the bells. Bruises, sprains, grazes and possible broken bones or fatality
	Ensuring adequate lighting is available to conduct the task safely.
	
	
	
	

	12
	Child Protection/safeguarding issues.
	Minors or vulnerabIe adults. Inappropriate relationships being established between young person and adults.

Problems arising if child /vulnerable adult requires medical attention from  person in loco parentis


	“Permission to learn to ring” form signed by parent, giving details of medical conditions. All tutors delivering “hands on” teaching to be DBS checked in line with guidelines. Two adults and/or parent/guardian to be present at all times.  

Central Council Guidance notes available and guidance notes printed in the back cover of the Ringers’ Diary. Central Council information leaflet “Protecting Young Ringers” is displayed in ringing room which lists the responsible person for child protection at this tower.
	
	
	
	

	13
	Child Protection issues
	As above in organised non-ringing situations
	Follow CCCBR guidelines as appropriate. 
	
	
	
	

	14
	Security of tower
	Non ringers gaining access to the tower .Major injury from attempting to ring the bells if they have been left up.
	Tower door locked when no one is in the tower and keys held by responsible individuals. 
Bells to be left down if practical. Training to be given to those with keys to ensure they understand the reason why non ringers must not be allowed in the tower without supervision. Internal doors to ringing room and bell chamber to be locked and keys held by tower captain and steeple keeper.
	
	
	
	

	15
	Getting caught up in ropes when in clock room.
	Personnel could become

caught up in the ropes and suffer a variety of injuries including major ones.
	Access door is locked and keys

Controlled.  Area only to be accessed when bells are down.
	
	
	
	

	16
	Falling from vertical ladder 
	Anyone using vertical ladder could potentially fall and suffer a variety of injuries including major ones
	Ladder checked for defects on regular basis.
	Note: Depending on height of ladder either a fall arrestor or hoops maybe required.
	
	
	

	17
	Someone in the tower alone.
	Anyone working in the tower alone could be injured and this could become significantly worse as a result of delayed 1st aid or medical treatment.
	Working alone is not permitted under any circumstances, whether raising or lowering bells or carrying out maintenance.
	
	
	
	

	18
	Fire
	Fire could trap ringers and others in tower and cause injury or loss of life. Cause of fire could be an electrical fault, open ignition source or from heating system. 
	Electrical wiring and systems in building correctly installed and maintained.

No flammable/combustible materials stored near or under stairs or in tower.

	
	
	
	

	19
	Asphyxiation from boiler fumes
	In the event of a boiler mal - function or flue leak people in the tower could suffer from Carbon monoxide poisoning resulting in death.
	A carbon monoxide detector and alarm are installed.
	
	
	
	


When visiting other towers care should be taken due unfamiliar surroundings. It is not usual to enter the bell chamber except in the event of a mechanical problem.  If that occurs  it is recommended that local advice be sought before entering the bell chamber.  
Other areas to be considered when ringing outside of local tower.
You should review your risk assessment if you think it might no longer be valid (eg following an accident/incident or if there are any significant changes to hazards, such as new equipment or surroundings)
For information on health and safety please go to http://www.hse.gov.uk.

For further information and to view our example risk assessments go to http://www.hse.gov.uk/risk/casestudies/  

For further information on health and safety matters relating to bell ringing go to http://www.cccbr.org.uk/
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